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OBJECTIVES

INTRODUCTION

• Still an effect of parental education on the timing of
first marriage, once young adults start to cohabit?

Earlier research:
• An association found between parental SES and timing of marriage
• Cross-national variation in this association

• Does the association between parental education
and timing of first marriage vary across countries,
after taking into account whether young adults
cohabited?

However, due to popularity of cohabitation…
• Meaning of marriage changed
• Marriage formation process more complex

• If so, how can this cross-national variation be
explained? (not yet analysed)

Cohabitation not taken into account in majority of studies
Institutionalization & prevalence of cohabitation varies across countries

DATA & METHODS

Crossnational
variation?

Generations and Gender Programme (GGP) & Harmonized Histories
 19 countries

Age

Cohabitation

• Outcome:
First marriage during young adulthood (15-40 years old)
• Independent: Parental education (ISLED)
Parental
• Moderator: Cohabitation (time-varying)
Controlled for own educational level, school enrolment, age,
interaction age*parental education & year of birth

Marriage
timing

education
Own
education +
enrolment

Discrete-time logistic models separately for each country for women
• Meta-analytical approach

RESULTS
PARENTAL EDUCATION  MARRIAGE TIMING when young women….
(1) Are not (yet) living together with their partner

(2) Started to cohabit with their partner

Country

ES (95% CI)

Country

ES (95% CI)

Austria

-0.39 (-0.48, -0.30)

Belgium

-0.23 (-0.30, -0.15)

Italy

-0.22 (-0.28, -0.17)

Australia

-0.20 (-0.26, -0.13)

United States

-0.19 (-0.24, -0.14)

Sweden

-0.19 (-0.27, -0.10)

Bulgaria

-0.18 (-0.22, -0.13)

France

-0.18 (-0.24, -0.11)

Poland

-0.17 (-0.21, -0.14)

Romania

-0.17 (-0.21, -0.12)

Hungary

-0.17 (-0.21, -0.12)

Czech Republic

-0.13 (-0.18, -0.08)

Norway

-0.12 (-0.17, -0.07)

Germany

-0.06 (-0.11, -0.01)

Russia

-0.06 (-0.10, -0.01)

Lithuania

-0.05 (-0.10, 0.00)

Georgia

-0.04 (-0.08, 0.01)

Estonia

0.02 (-0.03, 0.07)

United Kingdom

0.04 (-0.01, 0.09)

Overall (I-squared = 91.0%, p = 0.000)

-0.14 (-0.18, -0.10)

Austria
Belgium
Italy
Australia
United States
Sweden
Bulgaria
France
Poland
Romania
Hungary
Czech Republic
Norway
Germany
Russia
Lithuania
Georgia
Estonia
United Kingdom
Overall (I-squared = 90.1%, p = 0.000)

-0.07 (-0.16, 0.01)
-0.24 (-0.32, -0.15)
0.01 (-0.15, 0.17)
0.12 (0.02, 0.23)
0.03 (-0.04, 0.10)
-0.01 (-0.08, 0.05)
0.36 (0.28, 0.44)
-0.02 (-0.10, 0.05)
0.07 (-0.02, 0.15)
0.20 (0.09, 0.30)
0.18 (0.09, 0.28)
0.10 (-0.00, 0.20)
0.08 (0.02, 0.14)
-0.15 (-0.22, -0.07)
0.02 (-0.07, 0.11)
0.07 (-0.06, 0.21)
0.03 (-0.05, 0.11)
0.20 (0.12, 0.29)
0.01 (-0.07, 0.08)
0.05 (-0.01, 0.11)
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• Overall: delaying effect of parental education on marriage timing
when young women do not (yet) cohabit (1)
• But once they start to cohabit, no significant effect of parental
education on marriage timing anymore (2)
• Many countries: significant change in effect of parental
education when young women start cohabiting (in some
countries even an accelerating effect of parental education on
marriage)
• Substantial cross-national variation in association between
parental education & marriage timing (I-square > 50%)
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CONCLUSIONS
• Parental education matters!
In general, the higher parental education, the later young
women enter their first marriage, but once they start to
cohabit, we see in a number of countries that higher
parental education results in an acceleration of marriage.
• Substantial cross-national variation found, so next step:
How can this cross-national variation be explained?
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